Second Sunday of Advent
Peace: The Bethlehem Candle

December 7, 2025
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Eldersburg/ Sykesville through encounters with Jesus Christ. ~vision statement




Second Sunday of Advent

This Week.
This Month..
This Year.

This Week

Monday 8th Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Parish Office Closed

8:30 am Mass for SJCC Parishioners
6:00 pm Rosary & Reconciliation

7:00 pm Mass for SJCC Clergy

Tuesday 9th

8:30 am Daily Mass for Deceased Relatives
of Trinh Nguyen +

9:00 am Rosary Ministry

7:30 pm Rosary for World Peace

Wednesday 10th

6:00 am Faith Forged

8:30 am Daily Mass for Ronald Lee Kelly +
10:00 am Carroll County Food Sunday
1:00 pm Focus on Seniors

7:00 pm WINGS

Thursday 11th

8:30 am Mass for Ronald Lee Kelly +
7:00 pm Rosary for Cancer Patients
7:00 pm PAVing the Way Meeting

7:00 pm Support Group Cancer Victims

Friday 12th Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe

8:30 am Daily Mass for Theresia Elliott+

9:30 am Pray and Play

6:00 pm Lessons and Carols followed by a
Hot Chocolate Bar

+ Deceased Loved One
* Living Loved One

December 7, 2025
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Saturday 13th Memorial of Saint Lucy

8:30 am Daily Mass for Stanley D. Davis Sr. +

10:00 am Women at the Well

3:30 pm Reconciliation

5:00 pm Anticipatory Mass for Rocco Procopio Sr +
6:00 pm Movie Knight

Sunday 14th Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 am Mass for Casey Thomas Tucker +
9:15 am Adult Bible Study

9:15 am OCIA

10:45 am Mass for SJCC Parishioners
12:00 pm Blessing of Parents to Be

5:00 pm Mass for Regina Ulaky +

Next Month

(Mark Your Calendar, Details to Come)

December 19th & 20th: Still the Greatest Story
Ever Told: Because of Bethlehem

Next Year (Save the Datel)

January 26 -27th: Winter Eucharistic Mission

February 6-8th: Mount 2000

February 14th: KOC Comedy Night

February 28th & March 1st - Lenten Retreat

March 2026: Italy Pilgrimage

March 19-22nd - Women’s ACTS Retreat

March 21st - Celebrate Saint Joseph

April 9-12th - Men’s ACTS Retreat

June 14 -19th - Damascus Summer Camp for
High School

July 19 -24th - Damascus Summer Camp for
Middle School

Complete Details available at Saintjoseph.cc/Events
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Thoughts Shared by Our Pastor...

Jesus and Marriage

My Dear Family,

The first letters in our “table talk” covered background issues in
preparation for thinking, feeling, and acting like Jesus through moral issues. We already
gave an example of this in a prior letter with Jesus and the woman caught in adultery. We
have another example in Matthew 19 where Jesus is confronted with the moral issue of
divorce. This is our segue info Jesus’ teaching on marriage and sexuality.

The Pharisees again tried to catch Jesus in a dilemma. They asked Him if it is lawful fo
divorce one’s wife for any cause. Evidently, this was a great moral issue of the time; and
reflects the vulnerability of women who had no legal protection. The Mosaic Law even
allowed for it. If Jesus answered “yes,” then He supports this “good-old-boy” arrangement.
If he answers “no,” then He sets Himself against the Law and the patriarchal “establishment.”

In response, Jesus takes them back to creation, to “original” time and design, to Adam and
Eve before the Fall. Adam, though made in the image of God, was incomplete in his original
state of solitude. Sure, he had the animals, and what is far more, God Himself, but he
needed someone equal, someone who could complete him. When God made Eve, Adam’s
gasp of delight and surprise said it all, “This at last is bone of my bones, and flesh of my
flesh..” The original design is that a man should “leave his father and mother, and cling to
his wife, to become one flesh”

Since the fall, “historical” humanity, that is, humanity bereft of original glory and in a sinful
state, will try fo find every conceivable way to avoid this original design. The Pharisees
wanted a loophole to get out of the union which God has put together. Jesus tells them that
creation pre-empts even Moses’ law allowing for divorce “because of the hardness of their
heart” This means that in Israel’s willful, sinful state, they were, as a culture, in no condition
to live up to God’s original design.

But now, Jesus is teaching that we can, empowered by the same Holy Spirit that empowers
Him, achieve original design, the pristine union God infended a man and woman to
experience. | realize that many in our church family have broken marriages, and we will talk
about this later. Here we must begin with the original design and work from there with
grace and compassion info the complexities and challenges that beset us.

Yours in Christ,
Father John Worgul

Bearing the Beams of Love - Letter Eight
This week we share Letter Eight from Fr. John’s Bearing the Beams of Love program—a continuing
reflection on faith, love, and the spiritual journey. Want to learn more? Visit SaintJoseph.cc/BEAMS-TOC
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

For all of the sick... Rebecca Mendenhall, Larry Graves, Andy Becker, Olivia B, Eva Macak, Mia Savino,
Rebecca McAndrew, Doug Hirth, Cathy Hirth, Rod Fansler, Marilyn Retkowski, Chad Tucker, Robert Nusbaum,
Beth Thompson, Debbie Loeffler, Leona Ensor, Matthew Smith, Marguerita Keidel, Paul Klatt, Matthew R.
White, Beverly Ballor, Sahai Seaborn, Peggy Moan, Robert Moan, Andrew Moan, John Foxwell, Erin Hogan,
Bob Nichols, Paul Corbitt, Greg Anderson, Carolyn Burgan, Michael Doura, Joseph Braica, Mary Tolley,
Darlene Evans, Shawn Terry, Ann Clark, Jim Briles, Jacqi Wilhite, Gerard Perseghin, Dominic Ciaccio, Franz
Martin, Thomas Lentz, Pat Ellis, Scott LLewellyn, Chris Wichern, Christina Nunez, Dale L. Wilhelm, Dave
Swinton, Cam Buczek, Barry Boone, Richard McClure Jr, Gerald Chance, Mary Ann Albright, Paul McKenney,
Teresa Zajackowski, Brooke Smith, Lisa Austin, Janet Schultise, Emma Olsen, Debbie Whitcomb, Rita
MacNeish, Mike Condon, Gabriella Rose Ganis, Beverly Sheredy, Chris Comes, George Farley, Peggy Wilhelm,
Sherry Duff, Andi Holland, Lisa Sheredy, Bill Richelderfer, Stacie Briles, Wesley Griffin, Carole Truitt, Jennifer
Meisenkothen, Kenneth Andrews, Danny Clark, Jean Carroll, Lisa Wing, Donna Muffoletto, Pat Kovacsi, Maria
Rios, Kurt Hider, Priscilla Lemak, George Moriatis, Beverly Brinkley, Angela Carol Ellis, Abby Cafiero, Lucille

Perron, Doris Wagner ....Let us pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer.

For all who have died... Rosemarie Gogarty, John Lane, Antoinette Bryant, Teresa Marie Brocato, Carmalita

(Lita) Calwell, Norma Marie Dieter, ... Let us pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer.

Explore our website for the latest prayer requests. To include your loved one in our prayers,
reach out to our Parish Office or visit saintjoseph.cc/prayers.

Upcoming Masses WELCOME!

So that there are no strangers

Immaculate Conception among us...

December 8th
) ] . Three Easy Steps to Join SJCC:
8:30 am &7:00 pm (incense planned) Visit our website at Saintjoseph.cc/Welcome
. Complete the Registration Form
D;-ch;::b\,\e,??;m gégg:tm Congratulations and Welcome
. Attend a Quarterly Welcome Brunch to learn
December 14th | 8:00 am (incense planned) more about your new community.
10:45 am & 5:00 pm
Next Welcome Brunch is on
Fourth Week of Advent Sunday, January 25th
December 20th | 5:00 pm at 12:15 pm sign up at
December 21st | 8:00 am (incense planned) Saintjoseph.cc/Welcome-Brunch
10:45 am & 5:00 pm

Find Your Small Group.at.SJCC!

Small Groups at Saint Joseph Catholic Church are designed to build a deeper
sense of community, grow your faith, and strengthen your walk with Christ
through hospitality, prayer, and meaningful conversation.

Take the next step - find your group today at
SaintJoseph.cc/Small-Group
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Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Holy Day of Obligation

Monday, December 8th
8:30am & 7:00 pm *

Rosary & Reconciliation
6:00 pm

* Incense Planned

OSary /ﬂm
CCONCIHITHIoN

An Advent Meditation on the Joyful
Mysteries of the Rosary will be said
while confessions are being heard

Monday | 5:00 pm

December 1st, 15th, & 22nd

Monday | 6:00 pm
December 8th
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Calling All
High School Teens

35 teen spots & 4 adult spots available

THE SIGN OF
CONTRADICTION :
Complete Details at
MOUNT2000

FEBRUARY 6-8,2026 Saintjoseph.cc/Mount2000

MOUNT ST. MARY'S UNIVERSITY let us know by November 1st if you want to join us

L 5

[ ] Sunday, December 14th [ ) " -
A_\‘ ' 2:00 - 7:30 pm Brother hood of Samt joseplz

Small Group for Men ages 18+

- . = . .o
SaintJoseph.cc/Life-Teen Bi-Weekly Evening Meetings
Learn More: Saintfoseph.cc/Brotherhood-of-Saint-Joseph

For details visit
SaintJoseph.cc/Damascus

Adventure awaits in the air,

on the water, and on land—

alongside friends and with
Jesus at the center.
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Marriage Encounters

Together in Holiness Formation series
Presented by the St. John Paul I
Foundation and Saint Joseph Catholic
Church

Year-Round Marriage Enrichment for
Small Communities of Spouses

7 Sessions
Videos + Discussion + Prayer +
Fellowship

Interested? Start Here!
SaintJoseph.cc/Together-In-Holiness

Questions? WhiteT@saintjoseph.cc

Adorers
Needed

Mondays between:
1 11:00 - 12:00 am

Tuesday between
1 1:00 - 2:00 pm | 1 3:00 - 4:00 pm

Wednesday between
1 2:00 - 3:00 pm | 1 5:00 - 6:00 pm
1 10:00 - 11:00 pm

Thursday between
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Please contact Jan & Mike Hussle
if interested via email at
adoration@saintjoseph.cc

I
O Sacrament Most Holy,
O Sacrament Divine,
All praise and all Thanksgiving

Be every moment Thine!
O —

December 7, 2025

Chapel Expansion and

Saint Joseph Catholic Church has
launched a campaign to expand
and beautify Our Lady of the Pilar
Chapel. This project will double
the seating capacity, allow for
small weddings and funerals,
enhance the sacred atmosphere
for daily Mass, adoration, and
prayer. Improvements will include
new layout, lighting, flooring,
stained glass, and sacred
adornments. Please prayerfully
consider supporting this
important effort.

Architectural Designs are
available in the Narthex this
weekend or Learn More at
SaintJoseph.cc/Chapel-Expansion
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Stephen Ministry

Here When You Need Us

Everyone experiences difficulties in life -the

loss of a loved one, spiritual crisis, sickness, .

. . . ope R earn more at
imprisonment, disability, discouragement, Saosenhoe/Megit Teain
divorce, rehabilitation, job loss and more.
God never intended for us to go through

these experiences alone, and our Stephen WANT TO HELP
Ministers are here to listen, support and FELLOW PARISHIONERS?
encourage through life’s trials. HOP ON THE SJCC MEAL TRAIN!
Accepting applications for New Minsters. SJCCis launching a Meals Ministry to support
If you are called to serve visit the website parishioners who could use a little extra help and
and learn more. love during challenging times. If you're willing to

occasionally provide a meal to a family in need,
Saintjoseph.cc/Stephen-Ministry we'd love to include you!

Simply email us to be added to our Meal Train
list. You'll receive notifications whenever a need
arises—and you can choose to participate as
your schedule allows.

mealtrain@saintjoseph.cc

Thank you for helping us share an encounter with
Christ’s love through the gift of a warm meal.

Knights V%f Columbus
_ A Night of ( Comedy

"FDLIllli'nanSit'esEtCﬁ);ic Saturday, FEbruary 1
ississippi ]

"Seen On ABC, NBC,
Dry Comedy Bar &

America's Got Talent"

Great Christmas Present




A Few More Tags...

Our Giving Trees are in the Narthex, take an
ornament or two from the tree or order via our
Amazon Wish list.

Tree

iving

Through your generosity, we will support families
in our community via:
* Live, Hope, Laugh- serves children with chronic
illnesses
Shepherd'’s Staff- Christian outreach and
support
Students at local schools in poverty
Hoffa House- recovery home for men fighting
addiction
Gabriel Project- hope and assistance for
women in crisis pregnancies
Springboard - support for families in short-term
crises.

G

SaintJoseph.cc/Giving-Tree

Mother Seton Academy Shopping Day

This year’s Thanksgiving Day offertory will help make
the day special for each Mother Seton student that will
visit us on December 19th. Please consider donating a

Walmart gift card or cash.

We are in need of
Gift Boxes
Odd Shaped Boxes
Gift Bags
Tissue Paper
Wrapping Paper

Drop off in the Narthex

Interested in helping on December 19?
Email Deacon Joe at sllattery]@saintjoseph.cc.

Take the Advent Detox
Challenge in 2025...

This Advent, take time to quiet the
digital noise and make more room
for Christ. Join SJCC in a Digital
Detox, an invitation to step away
from screens, social media, and
constant notifications to focus on
prayer, presence, and peace.

Each day, choose to replace digital
distractions with moments that
draw you closer to God: time in

Scripture (Daily Readings included

in booklet), conversation with
family, or quiet reflection.

Let this season of waiting become a
season of listening to the still, small
voice of Christ speaking in the
silence.

Copies available in the Narthex.




Shine a Light This Advent!

We are looking for individuals and families to help us prepare
our hearts and sanctuary by participating in the tradition of
lighting the Advent candle before the start of Each Mass.

Christmas Eve Masses
4:00 pm, 7:00 pm* & M1dn1ght*

~__*incense planned

Knights of Columbus

Keep Christ
in Christmas

Christmas Morning Mass
10:00am

oster Contest

Free for all kids K-8th grade

Share your artwork showing
how you keep Jesus at the
center as we get ready for

Christmas!

Registration Forms are available in the
Narthex or online.

Entries due by 6:00 pm on December 13th.

Learn More at:
SaintJoseph.cc/Knights-of-Columbus

DINNER & A MOVIE KNIGHT

N sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

Saturday, December 13th
Dinner 6:15 pm | Movie 6:45 pm

Enjoy a spaghetti dinner followed by
The Star ($3.00 per person)

Bring a dessert to share and a blanket or
sleeping bag to watch the movie on.

Register at SaintJoseph.cc/
Movie-Knight

W 10 00 am’

AWweekly group at Saint Joseph Catholic Church
Jfop-in for Fitness, Fun, & Fellowship for
Body, Mind, & Heart

44‘

. _ Wednesdays
Activities include: 1:00 - 3:30 pyn

Seated Dance, Seasonal . McGivney Hall
MUSIC, Cognltlve Games, f - (unless Parish closed)
Quarterly Tea, and More '/‘

cus-on- Senlors
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Lessons and Carols

Prlday, Deeember 12th | 6:00 pm > -

Hot Chocolate Bar to follow in Cassidy Center
Eldersburg Church

= A .

Enjoy an evening 0} Scripture and Carols performed by our Children &
Adult Choir, and Schola as we meditate the story of Christ's Birth.

SaintJoseph.cc/Lessons&Carols * ?

W % : : - e (umoon - S AD | ARen pLavers

GLREATEST STORY W’fm‘i
EVER TOLD st Svent

Friday, December 19

Because of Bethlehem 7:30 pm

followed by a reception

Saturday, December 20th
1:00 pm

‘ SAINT JOSEPH

915 Liberty Road
Eldersburg, MD
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Weekly Giving g%ﬁfs %uws

Actual Budget
November 22 & 23, 2025 FY26 FY26

Saint Joseph Catholic
Envelopes - 188 $13.000 $11.912 R
EFT -Online Giving - 170 $0.571 $g.240 ChurCh bUI[dIngS and
el $3073) | 92764 property are equipped

Total for the week $25.734 $23.916

with a security camera
Actual FY26 vs. Budget FY26 over (under) $1,818 system that includes
Percentage over (under) Actual FY26 vs Budget FY26 - Week 8% . .

exterior doors, gathering

YTD Offertory through Week 21 $564.767  $568.476 spaces, ha[[WC]ys and
Actual FY26 vs. Budget FY26 over (under) ($3.709) park,ng IOt There are
Percentage over (under) Actual FY26 vs Budget FY26 - YTD -1% CI[SO Othel’ Security

enhancements

Poor Box - collected (this week) throughout the Campus.

Poor Box - Online Giving (this week) ‘ ‘

Repairs & Maintenance - collected ithis week)

Repairs & Maintenance - Online Giving (this week)

Weekend Mass attendance: Ste wa.’,‘ dﬁh,z:p
—

November 29 & 30, 2025 FY26

Envelopes - 174 $0.230
EFT -Online Giving - 161 $7.148 Fruitful Stewardship
Loose $3.408
Total for the week $10.786

“Therefore, every tree that does not
Actual FY26 vs. Budget FY26 over (under) ($4,301) bear gOOd fruit will be cut down and
Percentage over (under) Actual FY26 vs Budget FY26 - Week -18% thrown into the fire.” Matthew 3:10

YTD Offertory through Week 22 $584.553 $502.653

Do you bear good fruit for Jesus? Do
Actual FY26 vs. Budget FY26 over unden ($8,100) you spend time in prayer or do you
Percentage over (under) Actual FY26 vs Budget FY26 - YTD -1% waste it with mindless C]Ct'IVIi'y7 Do

you use your talent to help others or
?

Poor Box - collected (this week) are you too busy‘ Do you use your

Poor Box - collected (Thanksgiving treasure to support the Church or do

Poor Box - Online Giving ithis weeki you buy more things that go unused?
Our Stewardship time, talent, and

treasure are gifts from God. What we

do with these gifts is our gift back to

Weekend Mass attendance: ¢ P Him. What gifts are you planning to

= A . . . .
Make a one-time gift or set up automatic : " give to the Lord during this upcoming
recurring giving via OnlineGiving by visiting . i Christmas season?
saintjoseph.cc/giving or by scanning ;

Repairs & Maintenance - collected (this week)
Repairs & Maintenance - Online Giving (this week)
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Our Enh d Giving C i
A CUP OF u20rr?mifrqn2ncf§ards aI\XJ:lgnge in gwg'llepvglgn
C(;I(:)I;EE Most of us can sacrifice this small,
weekly amount to add to our giving.
SAI NT Invest in your Parish.

J Os E P H Invest in our Community. Invest in your Faith.

Thank you for increasing your giving through
envelopes or OnlineGiving

Making a change via OnlineGiving?
Visit SaintJoseph.cc/Giving

How to Change/Update your OnlineGiving Donations

H Get to the SICC OnlineGiving site by using this QR Code or by going to
SAINT ]OSEP our website saintjoseph.cc/giving

CATHOLIC CHURCH

1 would like to give:

$0.00
On this page click on the Give Now button on the right-hand side of
the page. This brings you our Online Giving page.

Tell us about yourself

In the upper right-hand side of the box it says Have an account? -
click on “Log in”

It brings you to a page that says “Sign in to Give” on the left-hand, o
white shaded side and “Saint Joseph Catholic Church” on the right-
hand, blue shaded side.

Click on the “Sign in with Phone” bar which is a little over Signiin to Give Saint Joseph Catholic
ur gererosity makes 2 difcrence Church

halfway down the left side of the box.

Enter your cell phone # (the one you used to set up your
account) and hit the blue button with the arrow.

The next page asks for a 4-digit code which you will receive
in a text message to your phone enter.

You are now in your account on the SICC Online Giving
page.

Go to the top menu bar, all the way on the right to and click on the drop-down menu.

Choose ‘Recurring Schedules’. You will see all of your currently set up donations. There is an Edit
button to the right of each line item.

When you hit edit you can change the amount, the fund or type, frequency or payment method.

If there are no entries you have not set anything up and would need to start by clicking on the +New
Recurring Donation button on this page.

After your set up or change a donation always go back to “Your Account’ and ‘Recurring Schedules’ to
confirm all the donations are what you want and expect.




Parish Staff

Phone Numbers are 443.920.9XXX

Father John Worgul
pastor@saintjoseph.cc | x100
Pastor

Kathy Worgul
worgulk@saintjoseph.cc | x131
Pastor’s Scheduler

Father Andrew Westerman
westermana@saintjoseph.cc | x100
Associate Pastor | Parochial Vicar

Joe Slattery
slatteryj@saintjoseph.cc | x113
Deacon and Director of Operations

Thomas White
whitet@saintjoseph.cc | x130
Deacon

Thomas Schwartz

schwartzt@saintjoseph.cc | x119
Director of Facilities & Infrastructure

Manuel Lemus, Facilities

Eddie Beane, Facilities

Josh Pickett, Facilities

Michael Niederberger, Facilities

Daniel Rosa
rosad@saintjoseph.cc | x109

Director of High School & Young Adult Formation

Annamarie Link
linka@saintjoseph.cc | x124
Faith Formation Coordinator (PK-Middle School)

Carla Vazquez
vazquezc@soinHoseph.cc | x102
Faith Formation Administrative Asst
Lauren Glass
glassl@saintjoseph.cc | x123
Director of Finance and Business Administration
Karen Cain
caink@saintjoseph.cc | x140
Office Manager

Judy Breiner
breinerj@saintjoseph.cc | x120
Bookkeeper

Erika Wiegand
wiegande@saintjoseph.cc | x122
Business Office Administrative Asst.

Mary Ellen Will
willm@saintjoseph.cc | x101
Office Assistant & Safe Environment Coordinator

Steve Cox | coxs@saintjoseph.cc | x132
Director of Liturgy & Music

Claire Morisey
mattinglyc@saintjoseph.cc | x136
Liturgy & Music Assistant

Cathy Nusbaum

nusbaumc@saintjoseph.cc | x103
Communications Coordinator

SJCC Mission Statement

We encounter Jesus through:
* Celebrating the Sacraments
* Proclaiming the Gospel

* Reflecting God’s love through Service

Corporators

The Corporators are responsible for ensuring parish
operations are conducted in an effective and
prudent manner, in compliance with all
Archdiocesan and legal regulations.

SaintJoseph.cc/Corporators

Gwen Lilly
Terry Morse

Parish Pastoral Council

The Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) is a consultative
body that serves the Pastor. The PPC conducts
research and investigates matters that are of
importance to the Pastor. It reviews and updates the
Parish Pastoral Plan as needed. Meetings are held
bi-monthly and parishioners are welcome to attend.

SaintJoseph.cc/PPC

Father John Worgul | Pastor
Stephen Paskvich | Chairman
Laurie Facius | Vice Chairman
Liza Lemaster | Secretary
Tim Brantley

Rick Keller

Mark Steinbrunner

Finance Council

The Finance Council is responsible for forecasting,
keeping track of, and reporting the parish’s financial
status. The Finance Council advises the pastor in all
major expenditure decisions.

Saintjoseph.cc/Finance-Commission

Bruce Goodwin | Chairman
Matt Anthony | Secretary
Dennis Facius

Donna Henson

Jake Miller

Nick Nutting

Bob Reiter

Catholic Family Radio

WSJF 92.7 FM

Faith FM | Listen Live at saintjoseph.cc/WS]F
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